
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – May 22, 2018 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Rochford and 

Commissioner Kasko were present along with the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor 

and Borough Clerk.  Commissioner Moscatelli was absent. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and approve 

them as posted for the May 8, 2018 Commissioner Meeting.  Mayor Rochford seconded 

the motion, which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

Mayor Rochford announced that the Gun Violence Awareness proclamation would be 

presented and read at the event scheduled on June 1, 2018 at 7pm in front of Borough 

Hall. 

 

The Commissioners then voted unanimously by roll call vote to approve Resolution 2018-

05-22-083, which authorizes the reading of the 2018 Borough Budget by title only.  Once 

that was done, Commissioner Kasko reviewed the budget and the following points: 

 

 The budget is $18,289,411.30, of which $11,452,930 will be raised by taxes 

 This is a $50 increase on the average household 

 There is a 30% increase in debt service 

 The employee salaries, benefits and pension payments make up 46% of the budget 

and the employees will be getting a 2% increase this year. 

 

As there were no questions asked Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close the public 

hearing, which was seconded by Mayor Kasko.  The Commissioners then voted 

unanimously by roll call vote to close the public hearing. 

 

Next, Resolution 2018-05-22-084 was introduced, which authorizes an amendment to the 

2018 Borough Budget.  Commissioner Kasko explained that this is a State required change 

to break out the cost for those employees who opt out of the medical insurance.  This 

does not change the amount of the budget and is just an accounting change. 

 

Jack McKeever, one of the fourth grade students in attendance, asked what was meant 

by “amend the Borough Budget.”  Commissioner Kasko briefly reviewed the budget 

process, including how amendments are made. 

 

As there were no further questions asked Commissioner Kasko made a motion to approve 

the resolution.  Mayor Rochford seconded the motion, which was then approved 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

Commissioner Kasko then made a motion to adopt the 2018 Borough Budget, which was 

seconded by Mayor Rochford.  The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call vote to 

adopt the budget.  After which Commissioner Kasko stated that although Commissioner 

Moscatelli was absent and unable to vote on the budget he had previously told both 

himself and Mayor Rochford that he was in favor of approving the budget. 

 

Ordinance 2018-09 was then introduced for first reading, which is a multipurpose bond 

ordinance for $1,093,600.  Commissioner Kasko reviewed the purposes for the bond: police 

vehicles, various building improvements, Public Works vehicles and equipment, as well as 

miscellaneous drainage work.  As there were no questions asked Commissioner Kasko 

announced that the public hearing on the ordinance would be held at the regularly 



scheduled June 12, 2018 Commissioner Meeting.  The Commissioners voted unanimously 

to approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Moscatelli voted affirmatively to 

pass the following resolution with no questions asked: 

 

2018-05-22-085 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2018-05-22-086 Authorization to Approve Appointments - Various 

2018-05-22-087 Authorization to Re-Advertise for Bids – Temporary Labor Services 

2018-05-22-088 Authorization to Award Bid – Stump Grinding Services 

2018-05-22-089 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications - Various 

2018-05-22-090 Authorization to Sign an Agreement with FCR Camden, LLC for the 

Provision of Marketing Services of Recycling 

 

The Elizabeth Haddon School fourth graders in attendance were asked to stand and 

introduced themselves, as well as ask any questions they may have.  In attendance were 

Tim Bowman, Elm Avenue, who asked what happens if there is money left over in the 

budget at the end of the year.  The Borough Administrator replied that after one year the 

money that has not been spent in a budget is moved to the General Fund so that it can 

be reallocated into the next year’s budget.  Also in attendance were Jack McKeever, 

Lansdowne Avenue; Rafael Lytle, Westmont Avenue; and Dominic Ruffalo, Peyton 

Avenue, who asked why there were different numbers in the bond ordinance.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that this is because the Borough is required to put a certain 

percentage down in cash when going out for bonding. 

 

Mayor Rochford then opened the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  He then 

reminded everyone to come to the Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 28th.  This year 

there will be a flyover by two fighter jets during the parade. 

 

Mr. McKeever asked how the Borough was able to get these fighter jets to do the flyover.  

Mayor Rochford stated that the American Legion has worked very hard on completing 

the necessary paperwork to get this request submitted, which was then approved. 

 

Rafael Lytle then asked why the British always win during the skirmish to be held this 

weekend.  The Borough Administrator replied that this is because in history the skirmish that 

was held in this region was lost to the British, but in the end we won the war. 

 

Mr. Bowman asked if there was real gunpowder used during the skirmish.  The Police 

Lieutenant replied that they do use real gunpowder, but there is no bullets used. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


